[Vecuronium in dystrophia myotonica (Curschmann-Steinert)].
An emergency laparotomy was performed in a 31-year-old female (body wt 48 kg) with known myotonic dystrophy. Premedication with dantrolene (1 mg/kg i.v.) was used to prevent a myotonic response. Muscle relaxation was monitored electromyographically. Following induction with fentanyl (0.3 mg) and thiopental (200 mg), muscle relaxation was achieved with 2 mg vecuronium titrated for about 3 min until the T1-response was reduced to 10%. The recovery time was normal. A repetitive dose of 0.5 mg vecuronium was necessary after 20 min, when the T1 reached 60%. Extubation and the early postoperative period were uneventful. Because of the unknown predisposition of our patient for the development of malignant hyperthermia, anesthesia was performed with trigger-free anesthetics.